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TITLE OF THE INVENTION 



A Suitcase 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 



[OOOl] The invention refers to a suitcase as defined in the preamble of 
claim 1. 

[0002] Such shell suitcases, whose case shells are preferably made of 
plastic material or metal and which are hinged together at one edge of the case 
shells, are known. Frame elements are provided at the edges of the case shells, 
which have a closing means for closing the suitcase. Further, suitcases with two 
case shells are known that have a zipper as the closing means. The zipper may 



[0003] It is an object of the invention to provide a suitcase of the type 
mentioned above, wherein at least one of the major surfaces of the suitcase can be 
individually designed by the user. 



additionally be provided'with a lock. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



[0004] This object is solved according to the invention by providing that 
at least one case shell is at least partly made of a transparent plastic material and 
that a space for receiving a sheet with an image thereon is provided behind the 



transparent part of the case shell. The invention advantageously allows to use the 
case shell individually in the manner of a quick change picture frame by inserting a 
sheet with a photograph or a graphic illustration thereon. The transparent part of 
the case shell is preferably located on the major surface of the case shell. The user 
may then individually provide the suitcase with a company name, advertising or an 
image. The owner of the suitcase may design one or both case shells according to 
his own individual ideas. Of course, it is also possible to not insert a sheet into the 
above space, the suitcase then showing the usual design. 

[0005] Preferably, it is provided that at least one case shell has an 
outer shell and an inner shell, the respective outer shell being at least partly made 
of transparent plastic material. Preferably, the outer shell is entirely made of 
transparent plastic material, yet may be transparent only in parts thereof. The 
transparent outer shell supports the sheet inserted into the space so that the 
practical properties of the suitcase are not impaired. 

[0006] The outer shell and/or the inner shell is/are surrounded by the 
frame element of the respective case shell. It is preferred that both shells of the 
respective case shell are surrounded, however, it is basically also possible to have 
only the outer shell or the inner shell be surrounded by the frame element. 

[0007] If the inner shell is surrounded by the frame element, a punched 
cut is preferably made in the inner shell to facilitate the insertion of a sheet into the 
space. 
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[0008] The punched cut defines a supporting surface of the inner shell 
that can receive the sheet with an image thereon. Here, the punched cut is made 
such that the supporting surface remains integrally connected with the inner shell 
along a straight edge. The straight edge allows to pivot the supporting surface so as 
to be able to insert the sheet into the space and to position it on the supporting 
surface. 

[0009] The inner shell is preferably covered by an inner lining that is at 
least partly removable. Due to the inner lining's being at least partly removable, the 
sheet can be inserted into the space. Because of the inner lining, the interior design 
of the suitcase does not differ from that of a normal suitcase. 

[0010] Preferably, the case shells are made of polycarbonate. 

[0011] The frame elements of the case shells may be made of plastic 
material or metal. 

[0012] In a preferred embodiment, the frame elements are formed by a 
welt ribbon that encompasses the edge of the case shell and is sewn together with a 
zipper, acting as the closing means, and the edge. 

[0013] The following is a detailed description of embodiments of the 
invention with reference to the drawings. 



3 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



[0014] Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the suitcase of the present 
invention. 

[0015] Fig. 2 illustrates the removable sheet. 

[0016] Fig. 3 is a sectional view of a suitcase designed according to the 
invention. 

[0017] Fig. 4 is an enlarged sectional view of a case shell according to 

Fig. 1. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

[0018] Fig. 1 illustrates a suitcase 1 with two case shells 2,3 joined by 
hinges at the bottom of the suitcase so as to be able to open an upper case shell 3. 
The edge of the case shells 2, 3 is provided with a closing means 4 in the form of a 
zipper that is sewn to the edges of the case shells 2, 3 together with welt ribbons 
5a, 5b. 

[0019] Fig. 3 shows the lower edge provided with a hinge element 20 
with which the two case shells 2, 3 are hingedly connected. 
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[0020] The embodiments of Figs. 1 and 3 illustrate a suitcase 1 with 
shell parts 2, 3 of different sizes, the larger bottom case shell 2 having a handle 16 
on the top surface of the suitcase. In addition to the handle 16, a lock 18, 
preferably a combination lock, may be provided to which the pull tabs of the zipper 
may be attached and locked. 

[0021] The case shells 2, 3, 7, 8 are preferably made of polycarbonate. 

[0022] The top case shell 3 is made of a transparent outer shell 7 and 
an inner shell 8 colored the same as the case shell 2. Both the outer shell 7 and the 
inner shell 8 are sewn to the welt ribbon 5b and the zipper. In addition, an inner 
lining 15 is fastened to the inner side of the inner shell 8, the inner lining 15 being 
detachably fastened at least in the upper region, for example using a Velcro 
fastener 15 or a circumferentially extending Velcro tape. 

[0023] Between the outer shell 7 and the inner shell 8, a space is 
provided into which a sheet 10 with an illustration thereon may be inserted, as is 
best seen in Fig. 2. 

[0024] To this effect, not only the inner lining 12 may be detached at 
the top by means of the Velcro fastener 15, but the inner shell 8 is provided with a 
punched cut 9 allowing to pivot inward a part of the inner shell 8 that forms a 
supporting surface 6 for the sheet 10, so as to be able to insert the sheet 10 into 
the space, as illustrated in Fig. 2. 
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[0025] The punched cut 9 is preferably made on three sides of the 
supporting surface 6 of the inner shell 8 so that the supporting surface 6 may be 
pivoted about a straight edge 11 almost in the manner of a film hinge. 

[0026] In Fig. 1, the illustration on the sheet 10 is visible through the 
transparent outer shell 8. 

[0027] The illustration on the sheet 10 may show a photograph, a 
graphic representation, a company name or the like. 

[0028] It is obvious that the punched cut may also have another shape 
and that both case shells 2, 3 may be equipped to receive a sheet 10. even the 
lateral faces of the case shell 2 may be designed accordingly. 

[0029] In an alternative embodiment (not illustrated), it is also possible 
not to sew the outer shell 7 to the welt ribbon 5b or only at the bottom edge of the 
suitcase, so that the outer shell 7 may be pivoted outward with respect to the inner 
shell 8. In this case, the outer shell 7 is suitably fastened to the inner shell 8 at the 
lateral edges and/or at the upper edge, for example using push buttons. Also in this 
embodiment, a sheet 10 may be inserted between the outer shell 7 and the inner 
shell 8. 
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[0030] Fig. 1 shows a suitcase wherein the case shell 2 and the outer 
shell 7 have a horizontal groove structure 18, whereas Fig. 3 shows such a suitcase 
with a smooth suitcase surface. 

[0031] Fig. 4 shows a cross section through des case shell 3 of the 
embodiment in Fig. 1, wherein the outer shell 7 has the groove structure 18. The 
inner shell 8, receiving the sheet 10 on the supporting surface 6, has a smooth 
outer surface. The embodiment shows that a sheet 10 may be inserted even with a 
non planar surface of the outer shell 7. 
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